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EVERGHEEITS  AWD  3USH3S  TO 
C01TC3AL  UaLY  FOUNDATICITS 


Just  bocciusc  thcro's  no  mono''  to  spare  for  fixing  up  the  home  5urr:^an.dings, 
there  is  nc  reo^son  why  they  should  rcma,in  ugly  and  unbcautiful.  Perhaps  some  of 
the  men  and  iDoys  in  the  family  have  a  little  more  time  thannusual  this  spring.  In- 
stead of  thinliing  too  much  aoout  the  had  luch  of  being  out  of  v/ork,  v/hy  not  urge 
them  to  consider  this  a.  good  chance  to  get  some  of  the  things  done  for  \7hich  no- 
hody  hrd  any  time  in  "busy  sorsons? 

It  t.^2-cs  muscle  and  time,  'out  not  money,  to  go  int'^  the  woods  and  dig  up  a 
fev;  evergreens  and  other  hushes  that  will  scrceai- ,  the  base  of  a  house  and  make  it 
much  more  attractive  in  appearance.  Again,  in  most  comrmnities  where  flov/ers  are 
loved, flower  seeds  and  cuttings  dto  regularly  saved  and  exchanged,  and  if  the 
flower  bed  is  once  spaded  up  and  made  ready,  the  hcusevdfe  or  the  girls  in  the 
family  will  trke  care  of  planting  seeds  that  \7ill  1-ter  compens-^^te  a,  hundrodfr^ld 
for  the  slight  trouble  cf  starting  them. 

Another  easy  and  inexpensive  way  to  improve  the  exterior  of  the  home  is  to 

make  a  small  rock  garden.  This  is  especially  effective  whore  the  ground  slopes 

away  from,  the  foundations.  Let  the  small  boys  and  sm.all  girlJL  who  love  to  build 

with  rocks  help  arr.ange  the  lock  garden,  and  also  "-'C  to  the  woods  with  you  to  hunt 

for  ferns,  maidenh.air,  ivy,  moss,  wintergreen  and  partridge  berries,  myrtle,  tiny 

evergreens,  v.dld  colur.ibine  and  blue  bells,  and  anything  else  that  has  a  f.air 

chance  of  d'^ing  well  in  the  cr.acks  and  cra^nnies  botv/een  the  rocks.  There  will  be 
something  avo.ilohle  almost  everyirjonth  up  to  frost  time. 

The  pictures  tolcoa  by  the  U. S. Department  of  Agriculture  sh-^w  a  very  simple 
farm  home  before  o/nd  after  planting  as  recoi-nmended  by  the  county  extension  agent. 
No  money  was  spent  for  the  shapel^^  cedar  bushes,  b.arberry  and  other  shrabs  that 
conceal  the  bare  b<ase  of  the  house.  Thoy  c'T.ie  fr^m.  neoTby  wo^dl-^^nd  which  wo.s  the 
better  f^r  losing  s^me  of  its  undergrowth. The  step    to  the  porch  has  been  repaired 
the  t-p-oling  useless  posts  done  awo.y  with,  .and  flat  stones  laid  down  to  mrke  a 
front  V7alk;.V Field  stones  have  also  been  used  to  define  the  shrubbery  border.  Much 
h^.s  been  <accom;o^hed  by  the  effective  plo/nting  which  cost  nothins:  o.t  .all. 
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